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There's a certain air of mystery, an aura of amazement, a veil of secrecy, surrounding the Egyptian pyramids. Recognised as one of the great wonders of the world, the pyramids were built by the ancient Egyptians for reasons which - to this day - remain unknown. They were built in a space of about two hundred years - from about 2700 BC to about 2500 BC. They remain the oldest and only surviving artifacts of the ancient wonders of the world. 


The first pyramid - and the largest one - was erected for the great Pharaoh, Khufu. Known as the 'Great Pyramid,' it stands approximately one hundred and fifty to two hundred metres high - having lost some off the top. It also covers approximately thirteen acres. It is generally believed and accepted that it took about one hundred thousand workers an amazing twenty years to build Khufu's pyramid which uses an estimated total of twenty-three million limestone blocks. How the Egyptians managed to get the blocks up there is anyone's guess. 


Some theories include using rollers, others say using mud-slicked ramps, while still more suggest that it was accomplished with pure strength. 


Aside from the many questions raised by the pyramids' statistics, what is most amazing about them is their connection to the stars. In order to understand this complex and intriguing connection, it must be stated that the Earth does not spin exactly on its axis. The Earth's axis - its poles - rotate as well. Right now, the Earth's Celestial Pole is pointing at the star Polaris. In the year 12000 AD, it is predicted that it will point at the star Vega. And in the years that the pyramids were built, it was pointing at the star Thuban. 


The pyramids are connected to the stars in two ways. The first and most obvious connection is the layout of the pyramids. If the pyramids of Giza are replaced with the stars in the constellation of Orion's Belt, they are an exact duplicate - each one represents a star. This is most likely due to the fact that the ancient Egyptians had a strong connection to their pantheon of gods - this was simply another symbolic connection with them. This discovery was made by a man named Robert Bauval. 


The second, less obvious way that the pyramids relate to the stars is found by looking within the pyramids themselves. When the pyramids were first built, the air shafts within them were consciously offset at such an angle that they were pointing directly at the stars of Orion's Belt. This discovery was made by Virginia Trimble and Alexander Badawy. The question which begs itself here is: why Orion's Belt? Why the fascination with this particular constellation of stars? 


The most popular theory is, predictably, interference from extraterrestrial beings. And while this may sound unbelievable upon first hearing, the theory should not be dismissed so quickly. What clinches this theory for most believers is that the Great Pyramid is located at the exact centre of Earth's land mass. What this means is that the Pyramid's East-West axis corresponds exactly to the longest land parallel across the Earth - passing through Africa, Asia, and America. By that rationale, the longest land meridian on Earth which goes through Asia, Africa, Europa, and Antarctica also passes directly through the Pyramid. And because the Earth has enough land area to provide three billion possible building sites for the Pyramid it means that the odds of the Pyramid's having been built in the exact spot that it is in are one in three billion. This fact does, of course, dis-count the possibility of a lucky guess. 


Another clinching fact is the Pyramid's measurements. The outside surface stones are cut within one hundredth of an inch of being perfectly straight and they are set at nearly perfect right angles for all six sides. They were apparently placed together with an intentional gap between them of two hundredths of an inch. Modern technology cannot yet place such twenty-ton stones with greater accuracy than those in the Pyramid. It has been stated that the two hundredths of an inch gap was designed specifically for the purpose of inserting glue to seal and hold the stones together - in fact, a white cement that connected the casing stones and made them watertight is still intact and it is actually stronger than the blocks that it joins. 


The Pyramid, it should be noted, is built on a flat mountain made of solid granite - one of the few things which could possibly support the Pyramid's tremendous weight. Its sides all face true north, south, east, and west with only a 0.0015 per cent margin of error. Even considering this margin of error, to accomplish this task today would require "a laser theodolite, a map accurate to within ten metres, engineers, astronomers, and master stonemasons." 


Still more evidence to support these theories includes the fact that geometry tells us that there is "a universal relationship between the diameter of a circle and its circumference." Using this information, we can calculate that the height of the apex of the Great Pyramid is precisely 5,812.98 inches. Each side measures 9131 inches from corner to corner in a straight line. If we then divide the circumference by twice the height (as the diameter of a circle is twice the radius) then the result produced is 3.14159. Pi. Accurate to six digits. Therefore, the Pyramid is essentially a square circle, and thus pi was designed into it when it was built about 4600 years ago. But the measurements of the sides don't stop there. Given that they are 9131 inches, this makes a total of 36 524 inches. Move the decimal point one place to the right and we come up with 365.24 - the exact measurement of one solar year made without even a one hundredth of an inch error. 


Furthermore, all four sides of the Pyramid are slightly bowed in, or - as we call it - concave. This is impossible to detect from the ground, but it was discovered in about 1940 by a pilot who took aerial photos to check certain measurements. Measurements by today's laser technology indicate that all of the perfectly cut and indented stones flawlessly duplicate the curvature of the Earth. 


But does all this truly suggest extraterrestrial intelligence? The answer to that question may outlast the questions we have regarding the pyramids themselves. However, before you close your mind just yet, understand this: The average height of land above sea level is only able to be measured by the most sophisticated modern-day satellites and supercomputers. Its average height is exactly 5,812.98 inches. The exact height of the Great Pyramid. 





